Winter 2007 Newsletter
News & Information from the

CHARLESTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Veterans Day - 20 City Square - on Saturday November 10 t 2007,
the CHS Veterans History Project was on display, containing over
sixty exhibits on the men and women from Charlestown who served in
WWIL.

The exhibition was open from 1:00 -4:00, and attracted- 250 -300 visi-
tors of all ages - whi ch indicates that Charl estownds youngsters
(anybody under 50 ??) still maintain an interest in the remarkable
events of this era, and the roles played by their parents and grandpar-
ents.

Over 5,000 Charlestown men and woman served in WWII and at least
95 died. The exhibition is the result of several years of research on
the history of Charlestown's Greatest Generation -who fought 'in

WWIL. .
Fred Abbott from Medford. He was a friend of, and served
The photos included in the newsletter, are representative of the wide range of visitors who with, Ernest Ellison. BOth. pere in the 6th Marine Division
made their way over to City Square = many thanks to Bill Durette for his organization on Okinawa. He saw Ernie just a few hours before he was
and providing these shots. killed.
S—— — — — e

Bill Englis h stands
with his exhibit of the
182nd Infantry Regi-
ment from the Bunker
Hill Street' Armory.

Diane Kuebler, from
the NE Living History
Association, with 8
year Gabrielle Durette
of Charlestown.

The History of Charlestown came alive on October 23, 2007 in ing of the town' in the 17800s |flwas
the newly renovated Bunker Hill Museum auditorium, when Boston and Malden and the completion of the Middlesex canal
Edward W. Gordon .- delivered an exciting presentation cov- in 1803. Charlestown became a key transportation hub with
ering the settling of Charlestown granite and lumber being brought
in 1629 by John Winthrop by horse or tow boats on the canal
through the ear |y 19 0besHystory of Charlestown to Charlestown where goods were

through-its Buildings loaded on to ships. Inthe mid
Charlestown named after King 185086s  the railrolads
Charles, was originally desig- Middlesex canal, as Charlestown
nated to be the capital of the Nl became the terminus for 4 railroads. Lumber and ice were
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Charlestown was a thriving in- two of the largest volume of products going through Charles-
dustrial center which flourishedwydurivvagut et &7pﬂescogﬁlhﬁn?6§| Yn t
citizens of Charlestown were involved in the making of pot- niture factories, two makes of pickles and jams and the
tery, building ships, whaling, trading, and producing candles, Davidson Rubber company that made syringes.
rum, potash and more. This all changed.in 1775 with the Bat- (Continued on page 4).
tle of Bunker Hill and the burning of the town.. The rebuild-
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