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This Fall Issue Covers:  Our 90th Veterans Day.   The History of Veterans Day.     Remembering Veterans of a 
Different Century.     Halloween - Where Did it Come from?     Thanksgiving -  as American as Apple Pie, Or Is It?   When 
was the First American Thanksgiving ?    Membership Gathering/Event.    Seasonal Gifts . 

Fal l  2008 News let te r  

News & Informat ion f rom the  
 

CHARLESTOWN  
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  

Charlestown Historical Society  
A Membership Evening 

at the  

Battle of Bunker Hill Museum 
 

The CHS Board of Directors cordially invite the CHS Membership to a  

Membership Evening  

Friday, October 17, 2008 from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM  
Location: Bunker Hill Museum auditorium 

RSVP by Monday, October 13  to: 
 

Georgette Maloof at 617-242-6636 
   

  gbmaloof@comcast.net  
 

Or     Irma Vanderpool at 617-242-3328 
  

 vanderpool06@yahoo.com 
 

Or  
events@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

Refreshments will be provided in the auditorium. 

 

The event is open to all Current* Members of 
the CHS, who are also invited to bring a guest 
who is interested in joining the 
society. 

 

See Page 6 for details. 

Still Wanted - Storage Facility  
The CHS is looking for storage space - in the vicinity of Charlestown - for use as an off-site archive and artifact storage. 

 

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION -  
JUNE 20, 1676 

 

On June 20, 1676 the governing council of Charles-
town , Massachusetts held a meeting to determine how 
best to express thanks to God for the good fortune that 
had seen their community securely established.  By 
unanimous vote they instructed Edward Rawson, the 
clerk, to proclaim June 29 as a day of thanksgiving - our 
first.  That proclamation is reproduced here in the same 
language and spelling as the original: 

 

 
 
 

 
"The Holy God having by a long and Continual Series of 
his Afflictive dispensations in and by the present Warr 
with the Heathen Natives of this land, written and 
brought to pass bitter things against his own Covenant 
people in this wilderness, yet so that we evidently dis-
cern that in the midst of his judgements he hath remem-
bered mercy, having remembered his Footstool in the 
day of his sore displeasure against us for our sins, with 
many singular Intimations of his Fatherly Compassion, 
and regardéò    (Continued Page 5) 
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Our    90th     Veterans      Day 
This Veterans Day will mark the 90th anniversary of the ar-
mistice that ended The Great War. 
 

Frank W. Buckles at 107 (born February 1, 1901) is the only 
US veteran alive who served in the War to End All Wars, 
and coincidentally lives not in our Charles-
town, but Charles Town, WV. 
 

This holiday, first proclaimed as Armistice 
Day by President Woodrow Wilson in 1919, 
has become to most Americans, just another 
day off work.  But for Mr. Buckles, this could 
be his last Veterans Day, and if that is the 
sad case, America loses its remaining living 
link to this early global conflict. (Note: two 
other soldiers are possibly alive from this period, but 
they were still in basic training when the war ended.  
Mr. Buckles saw active duty in Germany and France.  
Being a little sneaky, he lied about his age, and at 16 
was sent to France in 1917.  He was fortunate to be 
a driver, and hence missed the hell of the trenches.)  
 

At the end of his documentary ñThe War,ò Ken 
Burns notes that 1,000 World War II veterans are 
dying every day.  Yet, many WW II veterans will 
be around for some years, and there is still time to 
honor them. But the passing of the last veterans of 
the WW I is almost complete, and Burns notes that 
this has largely passed unnoticed. Why? 
 

It has been said that, almost from the moment the armistice 
took effect, the USA worked hard to forget WW I. This is 
perhaps because more than 100,000 Americans never re-
turned (4,734,991 served), lost for a cause 
that few can explain even now.  The first 
few who did come home received ticker-
tape parades, but most returned to silence 
and indifference. 
 

There was no G.I. Bill of Rights to provide a 
college education, vocational training, a 
mortgage, or small-business loan. There 
was nothing but what remained of the lives 
the soldiers had left behind a year or two 
earlier.  A return to ónormalcyô was hindered 
by Prohibition, isolationism, the stock market crash, and the 
farming crises.  These economic woes culminated in The 
Great Depression - some welcome home from the trenches. 
 

Fortunately, Charlestown has some tenacious individuals 
who are ensuring its Veterans are remembered. 
 

Bill Durette came across a story about the Library of Con-
gress keeping oral histories of veterans who served in WWII 
as historical records.  This inspired him to launch the 
Charlestown Veterans' History Project, and this brought him 
in contact with Arthur Hurley and the CHS. On Veterans 
Day Weekend 2006, he took all the information he had gath-
ered and held a World War II Living History Day. It attracted 

over 1,000 visitors. The project has been focusing on WWII 
and is in the process of researching those Charlestown men 
and women who served.  The town was hugely impacted by 
the war with nearly every man in uniform and in many 
cases, whole families in uniform. 

 

A number of recent articles in The 
Charlestown Patriot-Bridge have also ad-
dressed the townôs history of its citizens 
service in the military. 
 

Jim Conway (Sept 4, 2008 Issue) pro-
vided a detailed background to the estab-
lishment of suitable monuments from WW 
II onwards, such as the Charlestown 
Veterans Memorial Park,  which recog-

nizes the Korean and Vietnam wars (located op-
posite the Harvard Mall on 
Main Street), and six Hero 
Squares, dedicated to the 
Charlestown men who died in 
Vietnam.  (A Vietnam Memorial 
Monument is also proposed for 
the grounds of the Legion Me-
morial Hall on Green Street)  
 

Charlestown has two other 
memorials to its 20th Century 
veterans (not including dedi-

cated buildings).  The park at City Square 
is the location of a granite column, similar 
in style to the Bunker Hill monument, com-
memorating the 91 that Charlestown lost 

during WW II.   
 

And the Shipyard Park 
of the Navy Yard, is 
home to the Massachu-
setts Korean War Me-
morial , which pays trib-
ute to the soldiers of this 
"Forgotten War" (which 
sounds unfortunately similar to WW I).  
 

The solitary figure central to the Memo-
rial is depicted on sentry duty, biting wind at his back, star-
ing into the distance -- alone and forgotten.   
 

The memorial has a unique feature of audio playback based 
on over forty hours of interviews with veterans, conducted 
by Steve Bressler and his staff at Monadnock Media.  The 
interviews are presented in four themes, each recording is 
approximately three minutes long and selected by push but-
tons on short columns around the memorial.  The themes 
are labeled: "On the Line", "Fighting Conditions", "Us & 
Them", and "Aftershock".  Other choices play "Empty Ta-
bles, Empty Chairs" and "Bring Them Home" from Les Mis-
erables. 
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Representatives 
covering 230 years 
of military history: 
1775 to the present, 
Army and Navy.  

1918     WW I ended with the Armistice - a tempo-
rary cessation of hostilities - between the Allies 
and Germany at the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of November, 1918.  (The actual peace 
treaty, the Treaty of Versailles, was signed in 
1919). 
 

1919   Nov 11: President Wilson proclaims the 
first Armistice Day:  
 

"To us in America, the reflections of armistice Day 
will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of 
those who died in the countryôs service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America to show her sym-
pathy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nationsé"  
 

The original concept was for the suspension of 
business for a two minute period beginning at 11 
A.M. 
 

1920    On the 2nd anniversary of the Armistice, 
France and the UK hold ceremonies honoring 
their unknown dead from the war. In America, 
President Wilson names the Sunday nearest Ar-
mistice Day, a day on which services are to be 
held in the interest of international peace. 
 

1921    Congress approves the establishment of a 
óTomb of the Unknown Soldierô in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.  November 11 is the date of the 
ceremony.  On October 20, Congress declares 
November 11, 1921 a legal Federal holiday to 
honor all those who participated in the war.  
 

1926    Congress adopts a resolution directing the 
President to issue an annual proclamation calling 
on the observance of Armistice Day. Throughout 
the 1920s and 1930s, many states establish No-
vember 11 as a legal holiday. 
 

1938    Congress passes legislation on May 13 
making November 11 a legal Federal holiday, 
Armistice Day.  (Although the United States has 
no óactualô national holidays, most states follow 
the Federal lead in designation of holidays.) 
 

1941 - 1945 / 1950 - 1953     World War II and the 
Korean War create millions of additional war vet-
erans in addition to those of the WW I already 
honored by Armistice Day. 
 

1954   June 1st, President Eisenhower signs leg-
islation changing the name of the holiday from 
Armistice Day to Veterans Day. 
 

1968  Congress passes the óMonday Holiday 
Lawô which established the fourth Monday in Oc-
tober as the new date for the observance of Vet-
erans Day. The law took effect in 1971. 
 

1971-1975   The Federal observance of Veterans 
Day is held on the fourth Monday of October.  All 
states follow, except Mississippi and South Da-
kota - and over the next 4 years, many other 
states change their observance back to Novem-
ber 11.  
 

1975    Spurred by popular national support, Con-
gress pass Legislation to return the Federal ob-
servance of Veterans Day to November 11.  
Overall, 46 states had either continued to com-
memorate on November 11, or had reverted back 
to the original date based on popular sentiment. 
The law took effect in 1978. 
 

1978   The observance of Veterans Day reverts to 
November 11.  

A History of Veterans Day 

The Charlestown Preservation Society has been working for over 
twelve months to restore the statue central to the townôs Civil War 
memorial in the Training Field.   
 

Known as the Soldiersô and Sailorsô Monument, the statue was 
originally dedicated on June 17, 1872, and was rededicated on 
Sept 20, 2008.  It was designed by Martin Milmore, a leading Victo-
rian-sculptor responsible for  several civil war memorials in Boston 
(Forest Hills Cemetery in Roxbury and Flagstaff Hill on the Boston 
Common).   
 

Martin Milmore frequently worked with his brother Joseph with Martin sculpting the 
works from clay and Joseph producing the final stone artifacts. 
 

It comprises a principal figure, the United States, crowning with laurel wreaths, sym-
bolical figures of the Army and Navy.  The conservationists (Ivan Myjer of Building 
and Monument Conservation, partnered with the Joseph Gnazzo Company), found 
the statue to be in very poor condition.  The mortar holding the figures together had 
disintegrated, vegetation had penetrated the hollow interior and years of inappropri-
ate maintenance 
had damaged the 
granite base. 
 

Remembering Veterans  of a Different Century 

Aerial view: Training Field / Winthrop Square      

The Old Training Field was originally set-out 
c1640 and has served various functions over the 
years, ranging from its origin as a military pa-
rade/training ground (with training giving way to prac-
tice, since much of the fighting during the Battle of 
Bunker Hill took place on, or near, the Field), to graz-
ing land, a school yard, and now, finally, public orna-
ment.   
 

The present layout stems from landscaping changes 
made in the Victorian era, and later during WW I.  
The crisscross of paths date from 1919, and adja-

cent Park Street is the only part of an abandoned 1868 scheme to cut through the 
field with a boulevard extending from the Bunker Hill Monument down to City Square. 
 

In 1872 the remaining elements of a split rail fence were replaced with a cast-iron 
enclosure, and the Field was renamed Winthrop Square -  and the Civil War Memo-
rial incorporated. 
 

Sources Include: Mary Melvin Petronellaôs Victorian Boston Today, 2004)  
and The Charlestown Patriot-Bridge 

Charlestown 
Militia Company 

1775, Col. Thomas Gardner Regiment 
and Members of the Korean War Veter-
ans of Massachusetts, show their re-
spect to the Colors.  

Sons of Union 
Veterans of the 
Civil War color 
guard at the 
base of the 
monument  
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All-hallow-even                     Halloween                               Halloweõen 
Where Did it Come from  ? 

All -hallow -even is the original form of Halloween , originally 
known as the eve of ñAll Hallows Dayò.  The modern holiday 
of Halloween has its origins in the ancient Celtic Festival of 
Samhain, from the Old Irish samain (the language in use 
between 6th to 10th centuries).  The festival of Samhain was 
celebrated at the end of the harvest season in Gaelic culture 
- sometimes regarded as the "Celtic New Year".  
 

The festival was a time for the ancient pagans to assess 
their supply stocks for the coming winter. The Gael believed 
that on Oct 31st, the boundary between living and the dead 
dissolved, and the dead became dangerous - causing sick-
ness or crop damage. Costumes and masks were worn at 
festivals in an attempt to mimic evil spirits or to placate them. 
 

It was a day of religious festivities in various Northern Euro-
pean traditions, until Popes Gregory III and Gregory IV 
moved the old Christian feast of All Saints' Day from May 
12th to November 1st.  In the 9th century, the Church meas-
ured the day as starting at sunset.   
 

All Saints' Day now occurs one day after Halloween. But 
long ago, the two holidays were celebrated on the same day. 
 

Jack -oô-Lantern: this carved pumpkin lit by a candle is one 
of Halloween's most prominent symbols. These lanterns 
were originally carved from a turnip or swede.  
 

There are many tales of where the jack-o'-lantern originated: 
the Irish legend of Stingy Jack - a greedy, gambling, hard-
drinking old farmer.  He tricked the Devil into climbing a tree 
and trapped him by carving a cross into the tree trunk. In 
revenge, the Devil placed a curse on Jack, condemning him 
to forever wander the earth at night.   
 

Another old tale talks of Jack the Blacksmith  who crossed 
the Devil.  He made the Devil promise he would not go to 
Hell.  But when he was denied entry to Heaven, he was left 
to wander the Earth.  Eventually he complained to the Devil 
that he could not wander forever in the dark, and the Devil 
tossed him an ember from the fires of Hell.  Jack placed this 
ember in a hollowed out turnip.  From that day, Jack roamed 
the earth using his Jack-oô-Lantern to light the way 
 

Carved Pumpkins in America: here, the 
carving of pumpkins is associated with 
Halloween because they were readily 
available and much larger, making them 
easier to carve than turnips.   
 

Carving pumpkins is known to have pre-
ceded the Great Famine period of Irish 
immigration. The carved pumpkin was 
originally associated with harvest time 
and did not become specifically linked with Halloween until 
the mid-to-late nineteenth century. 
 

Halloween in Eire: huge bonfires are still lit, and this tradi-
tion seems to have originated in Pagan times when the Celts 
lit fires on the hills so the spirits could find their way. It was 
also said that these fires would keep away evil spirits. To-

day, some homes put up decorations, including Halloween 
lights - possibly as a distant connection to these fires. 
 

Trick or Treat: this old Irish Halloween 
custom originated centuries ago when the 
poor would go around to the rich peoplesô 
houses and ask for food or money, which 
they would use for their celebration of 
Halloween. Today, young children dress 
up in scary costumes and go house to 
house, trick or treating, with the intent of 
scoring bags of goodies.  
 

Schools in Ireland also traditionally close for a midterm week 
at Halloween, and it is common for teenagers and college 
students to become involved with various degrees of mis-
chief, if not trick-or-treating themselves, ranging from throw-
ing eggs at houses, binge drinking, and lighting fireworks 
(which are, as in MA, illegal).  
 

Irish Halloween Food: Barnbrack: this is a traditional Hal-
loween fruit cake/bread. What is special is that various ob-
jects are baked inside the bread such as: coins, rags, rings, 
and thimbles.  The bread is divided among family members 
and carefully eaten.  Each of the items signify different for-
tunes/futures: the 'rag' meant poverty, the coin wealth, the 
thimble meant you would never marry, and the ring implied 
romance and happiness.  Another traditional food, is Col-
cannon, a savoury dish consisting of potatoes, cabbage, 
onions, butter, milk, salt and pepper. 
 

Games: Some games traditionally played at Halloween are 
forms of divination. In Puicíní (pronounced "poocheeny"), an 
old game played in Ireland, a blindfolded person is seated in 
front of a table on which several saucers are placed. The 
saucers were shuffled and the seated person then chose 
one by touch. The contents of the saucer determined the 
person's fortune during the following year.  A saucer contain-
ing earth meant someone known to the player would die dur-
ing the next year, a saucer containing water foretold emigra-
tion, a ring foretold marriage, a set of Rosary beads indi-
cated that the person would take Holy Orders.  A coin meant 
new wealth, a bean meant poverty, and so on. 
 

A traditional Irish and Scottish form of divining one's future 
spouse, was to carve an apple in one long strip, then to toss 
the peel over one's shoulder.  The peel was believed to land 
in the shape of the first letter of the future spouse's name.  
This custom has survived among Irish and Scottish immi-
grants in the rural United States. 
 

In America unmarried women were frequently told that if she 
sat in a darkened room and gazed into a mirror on Hallow-
een night, the face of her future husband would appear in 
the mirror.  However, if she was destined to die before mar-
riage, a skull would appear.  The custom was widespread 
enough to be commemorated on greeting cards from the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 



 

Page 5 of 8 

 

                Thanksgiving -  as American as Apple Pie, Or Is It? 
                    When was the First American Thanksgiving? 

Thanksgiving Day as we know it, actually had its origin in 
pre-1660ôs England. Beginning in 1517 (the year Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the All Saints 
Church in Wittenberg, Germany) the Protestant Reforma-
tion began. The word Protestant refers to those individuals 
who protested the manner in which the Roman Catholic 
Church operated, and thus protested the itôs doctrines.  
 

The tradition of the Pilgrims' first Thanksgiving is steeped 
in myths.  Few people realize that the Pilgrims did not cele-
brate Thanksgiving that next year, or any year thereafter, 
though some of their descendants later established a 
"Forefather's Day" that usually occurred on December 21 
or 22.  Several U.S. Presidents, including George Wash-
ington, celebrated one-time Thanksgiving holidays  
 

Today, Thanksgiving is the fourth Thursday of November.  
This was set by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939  
(approved by Congress in 1941), who changed it from 
Abraham Lincoln's designation as the last Thursday in No-
vember (which could occasionally end up being the fifth 
Thursday and hence too close to Christmas for busi-
nesses).                  
  Excerpted from: Robert H. Kregerôs summary at: 
 http://www.angelfire.com/mi/universe/thanksgiving.html 

Settlers held the first Thanksgiving at Berkeley Plantation on Dec 4, 1619 , one year prior to the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 
 

Today, on the first Sunday in November, a Thanksgiving Festival is still held at the Berkeley Plantation in accordance with 
documentation from 1619.  The event fulfills instructions given to the 38 settlers who arrived on the banks of the James River at 
Berkeley Hundred as documented in the following proclamation: 
 

Capt. John Woodlief and 37 other settlers held a short religious service the day they arrived at Berkeley Plantation in present-
day Charles City, Virginia, after a two-and-a-half-month voyage.  The group of young men, which included a shoemaker, cook, 
sawyer, and gun maker, had set sail from Bristol, England, aboard the ship Margaret.  On the first Thanksgiving Day, they knelt 
down and gave thanks for their safe arrival in accordance with their charter, which stated: 
 

"Wee ordaine that the day of our ships arrival at the place assigned for plantacon in the land of Virginia shall be yearly  
and perpetually kept holy as a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God." 

 

President Kennedy officially recognized Berkeley Plantation as the site of the first Thanksgiving in 1963. 
                      
        Source: Charles Miller, Richmond Times-Dispatch  

 

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION  
JUNE 20, 1676  (Continued from Page 1) 

 
 

"...The Council has thought meet to appoint and set apart the 
29th day of this instant June, as a day of Solemn Thanksgiving 

and praise to God for such his Goodness and Favour, many Par-
ticulars of which mercy might be Instanced, but we doubt not 

those who are sensible of God's Afflictions, have been as diligent 
to espy him returning to us; and that the Lord may behold us as 
a People offering Praise and thereby glorifying Him; the Council 
doth commend it to the Respective Ministers, Elders and people 

of this Jurisdiction; Solemnly and seriously to keep the same 
Beseeching that being perswaded by the mercies of God we 

may all, even this whole people offer up our bodies and soulds 
as a living and acceptable Service unto God by Jesus Christ." 

The date and whereabouts of the first Thanksgiving celebration is 
a topic of contention, more now than before, with the earliest at-
tested Thanksgiving celebration dated to 8 September 1565 in 
what is now Saint Augustine, Florida. 
 
 Source: USA Today article reporting research into the purportedly first  
 Thanksgiving in St. Augustine, FL; 11/21/2007

What Was on the Menu at the 1621 Thanksgiving?  
 

FISH: cod, bass, herring, shad, bluefish, lots of eel 
SEAFOOD:  clams, lobsters, mussels, very small quantities of oysters 
BIRDS: wild turkey, goose, duck, crane, swan, partridge, and misc. 
waterfowl...and the occasional eagle.   
MEAT: venison, and possibly some salted pork or chicken 
GRAINS: wheat flour, Indian corn & corn meal; barley (mainly for 
beer-making) 
FRUITS: raspberries, strawberries, grapes, plums, cherries, blueber-
ries, gooseberries (dried, as none would have been in season)  
VEGETABLES: small quantity of peas, squashes (including pump-
kins), beans 
NUTS: walnuts, chestnuts, acorns, hickory nuts, ground nuts 
HERBS & SEASONINGS: onions, leeks, strawberry leaves, currants, 
sorrel, yarrow, carvel, brooklime, liverwort, watercress, and flax; from 
England they brought seeds and probably planted radishes, lettuce, 
carrots, onions, and cabbage.  Olive oil in small quantities may have 
been on the ships, though the Pilgrims had to sell most of their oil and 
butter before sailing, in order to stay on budget. 
 

OTHER ITEMS  maple syrup, honey; small quantities of butter, Dutch 
cheese, and eggs. 
 

Despite the Myths, They Did Not  Have:  
 

Ham:  it was unlikely they had pigs with them (but did they have 
smoked ham remaining from the voyage) 
Sweet Potatoes - Potatoes -Yams: these had not yet been intro-
duced to New England 
Corn on the Cob:  Indian corn was only good for making cornmeal, 
not eating on the cob 
Popcorn:  contrary to folklore, popcorn was not introduced at the 
1621 Thanksgiving.  Indian corn could only be half-popped, and this 
wouldn't have tasted too good 
Cranberry Sauce : Cranberries were available, but sugar was not 
Pumpkin Pie:  they probably made a pumpkin pudding of sorts, 
sweetened by honey or syrup, which would be like the filling of a 
pumpkin pie, but there would be no crust or whipped topping. 
 

Excerpted from: Caleb Johnsonô s Mayflower Pages at: 
http://members.aol.com/calebj/thanksgiving.html 
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      A Date to Remember  

 

Friday, October 17, 2008  
(7:00 PM to 10:00 PM)  

 

CHS Membership Evening  
 

The CHS Board of Directors are delighted to offer all current 
CHS Members* an invitation to this event, and Members are 
especially encouraged to bring a friend, colleague, partner - 
possibly the next door neighbor who ójustô moved in 10 years 
ago? - who is interested in joining the CHS .   
 

Location is the Bunker Hill Museum auditorium .  
 

The main museum front doors will be open for this event.  
 

A buffet style refreshment table will be open (with a caveat 
that all food and beverages must remain in the auditorium 
area.) 
 

The evening will include a short presentation of Awards of Recogni-
tion to people who have been of outstanding service to the CHS.   

 
Additionally, some interesting new acquisitions will be 
handed over to the CHS.  It is also expected that 
through the evening, some entertainment will be pre-
sented - details are still under preparation. 
 

 

 
*Current Members: this Newsletter is being sent to 
many people, some have not maintained their member-
ship in a current status for several years.  The CHS 
values their past membership and hope they will again 
assist us in our mission of preserving Charlestown's 
history.  A separate invitation will be mailed to members whose mem-
bership status is current.  This means Life members and members 
who have maintained their status in 2008 or also 2009. 
 

RSVP by Mon Oct 13, 2008 - please use the contact information on 
the front page to advise us of your desire to participate.  This will 
assist the catering team to assess the number of attendees. 
 

Renewing Your Membership: in order to secure the exclusivity of 
this event to the CHS Membership, the door will be attended by vol-
unteers to check-off RSVPôd names on the Membership List, hand 
out Membership Cards (this is a CHS first) and accept 2008 and also 
2009 memberships.  (The volunteers will be backed by Colonel Gard-
nerôs Charlestown Militia Company 1775, to send the gate-crashers 
packing !) 
 

Accompanying Guests who 
are óinterested in joining 
the CHS, are also advised 
that they will require, in turn, 
to be accompanied by 
long arms and shallow 
purses, to consolidate 
their interest in the 
CHS into a tangible 
2009 Membership. 
 

A cautionary note:  
please ensure you 
have a picture ID avail-
able é. 

CHS Business Page 

CHS Board of Directors  
currently consists of the following members:  

Recording Secretary        éééééé.. 

Corresponding Secretary  J. Crawford  

Treasurer   Tom Coots 

Historian    Denise Devlin  

Curator      Carolmarie Smith  

President  

Arthur L. Hurley  

 

Vice President  

Edward Callahan    

The CHS General Membership Meeting took place in the 
Bunker Hill Museum auditorium on June 25, 2008.  The mem-
bership of the Board of Directors was amended as per the de-
tails below. The minutes will be posted on the CHS website.  

 

The CHS Board has also considered setting some 

achievable Objectives for 2009 : 
 

Membership - to actively recruit new members to the CHS, 
with a special focus on gaining members from the many new 
residents of Charlestown who might be interested in discover-
ing the history of their newly-adopted town.  The membership 
database has been updated to enable the tracking of not only 
membership status and fees paid, but also event attendance.  
The intent is to better serve the goals of the CHS and its Mem-
bership by matching expressed interests and volunteer avail-
ability to its committees and maintain an active event calendar.  
The issue of membership cards will be a first for 2009 (Note: 
the numbering system is random).  Additionally, there is a 
need to óActivateô the Membership - a number of the CHS 
Committees and Volunteer Groups are óstagnantô and need 
revitalization, possibly from among newly recruited members.   

 

Resource Room: requires a major effort to make this CHS 
facility available to researchers.  Shelving and storage cabinets 

are required, as well as ówork stationsô where lap-tops can be 
used.  The current proposals are to incorporate some of the 
old library shelving which is in storage, with some modern 
shelves and storage elements.  The CHS has also applied for 
2009 Mitigation Funding to help establish display cases, to 
enable rotating displays of its artifact and documents. 

 

CHS Website and Newsletter: the website is to be pro-
moted as the main means of communication, and the printed 
newsletter will be limited to those members who request it in 
hard copy.  Broadcast web-mailing will be introduced for mem-
bers who have provided an e-mail address.. 

 

This will also be the last newsletter to be mailed to ólapsedô 
members.  The typical newsletter run is around 250-300 cop-
ies, and instead of mailing these, they will be made available to 
the public at 2-3 locations around Charlestown, with the intent 
of promoting the CHS. 

 

 

Comment on newsletter: apologies are offered for the inclusion of a broader 
content of ónon-Charlestown relatedô material. eg. the background on Hal-
loween has a strong Irish flair, but is not typical of the Charlestown focus 
that the CHS is intends to represent.  Hopefully the next edition will have 
more Charlestown centric articles - especially if members can input articles, 
comments and suggestions for material. 

Directors  

Dan Casey 

Joey Lacey 

Irma Vanderpool  

George Morton  

Georgette Maloof  

Doug MacDonald  

Damien Devasto  

é. and just who was that 
thinkinô theyôd sneak past Us  ? 



 

Page 7 of 8 

A Membership to the CHS can be a welcome gift to 
friends and family, both local and distant.   
 

Do you have an ex-Townie relative living in a strange 
exotic place such as Malden, or possibly some random 
suburb of Honolulu, Hawaii?  Is there a senior in the 
family who cannot hop around the town as they used to, 
who might like to receive the newsletter in their mailbox? 
 

The Newsletter will be automatically mailed in such gift 
instances. The CHS is also small enough that we are 
also happy to include a personal greeting card with the 
first newsletter, to let the recipient know who has sent 
the Membership. Please complete the sections below:  

Seasonal Gifts:        CHS Membership 
                                The Green Square Mile 

Name:     ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City:  ____________  State:    __    Zip:  __________ 

Membership Gift: Individual $25 Ǐ, Junior (13-19 

yrs.) $10 Ǐ,  Family $35 Ǐ, Senior (+65) $10Ǐ 
 

Personal Message: ___________________________ 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

Name:     ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City:  ____________  State:    __    Zip:  __________ 

Membership Gift: Individual $25 Ǐ, Junior (13-19 

yrs.) $10 Ǐ,  Family $35 Ǐ, Senior (+65) $10Ǐ 
 

Personal Message: ___________________________ 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

ñThe Green Square Mile:  
Story of the Charlestown Irishò 

 

This widely seen and publicized documentary, also makes 
an excellent gift, and comes complete with an illustrated 
paperback,  available exclusively from the CHS:  DVD and 
paperback are $25.   
 
The documentary is the result of several years of exhaus-
tive research into the entire history of the Irish presence 
here in Charlestown. The film is narrated by Ed Callahan, 
produced by Maureen McNamara, and written by Dan 
Casey. 
 
Please use the sections below to order and send your gift DVD: 
 

Name:     ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City:  ____________  State:    __    Zip:  __________ 

Green Square Mile: DVD/Paperback $25 Ǐ 

Name:     ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City:  ____________  State:    __    Zip:  __________ 

Green Square Mile: DVD/Paperback $25 Ǐ 

Name:     ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City:  ____________  State:    __    Zip:  __________ 

Green Square Mile: DVD/Paperback $25 Ǐ 

Gift Membership and/or DVD Payment:  please total the amounts, and make checks payable to the Charlestown Historical 
Society (CHS), and mail to the CHARLESTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Box 291776, Charlestown, MA 02129.  It is also 
possible to make the same membership gift via the CHS website. 

E-mail addresses are available for the following Committees: 
 

membership@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

editor@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

events@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

greensquaremile@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

historian@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org 

2008 Membership Status:  

Life Members -  

Individual Memberships  -  2008 Paid Status -  

Family Memberships  -  2008 Paid Status -  

Senior Memberships  -  2008 Paid Status -  


