
 

Page 1 of 8 

This Fall Issue Covers:  Our 90th Veterans Day.   The History of Veterans Day.     Remembering Veterans of a 
Different Century.     Halloween - Where Did it Come from?     Thanksgiving -  as American as Apple Pie, Or Is It?   When 
was the First American Thanksgiving ?    Membership Gathering/Event.    Seasonal Gifts . 

Fal l  2008 News let te r  

News & Informat ion f rom the  
 

CHARLESTOWN  
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  

Charlestown Historical Society  
A Membership Evening 

at the  

Battle of Bunker Hill Museum 
 

The CHS Board of Directors cordially invite the CHS Membership to a  

Membership Evening  

Friday, October 17, 2008 from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM  
Location: Bunker Hill Museum auditorium 

RSVP by Monday, October 13  to: 
 

Georgette Maloof at 617-242-6636 
   

  gbmaloof@comcast.net  
 

Or     Irma Vanderpool at 617-242-3328 
  

 vanderpool06@yahoo.com 
 

Or  
events@charlestownhistoricalsociety.org  

Refreshments will be provided in the auditorium. 

 

The event is open to all Current* Members of 
the CHS, who are also invited to bring a guest 
who is interested in joining the 
society. 

 

See Page 6 for details. 

Still Wanted - Storage Facility  
The CHS is looking for storage space - in the vicinity of Charlestown - for use as an off-site archive and artifact storage. 

 

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION -  
JUNE 20, 1676 

 

On June 20, 1676 the governing council of Charles-
town , Massachusetts held a meeting to determine how 
best to express thanks to God for the good fortune that 
had seen their community securely established.  By 
unanimous vote they instructed Edward Rawson, the 
clerk, to proclaim June 29 as a day of thanksgiving - our 
first.  That proclamation is reproduced here in the same 
language and spelling as the original: 

 

 
 
 

 
"The Holy God having by a long and Continual Series of 
his Afflictive dispensations in and by the present Warr 
with the Heathen Natives of this land, written and 
brought to pass bitter things against his own Covenant 
people in this wilderness, yet so that we evidently dis-
cern that in the midst of his judgements he hath remem-
bered mercy, having remembered his Footstool in the 
day of his sore displeasure against us for our sins, with 
many singular Intimations of his Fatherly Compassion, 
and regardéò    (Continued Page 5) 
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Our    90th     Veterans      Day 
This Veterans Day will mark the 90th anniversary of the ar-
mistice that ended The Great War. 
 

Frank W. Buckles at 107 (born February 1, 1901) is the only 
US veteran alive who served in the War to End All Wars, 
and coincidentally lives not in our Charles-
town, but Charles Town, WV. 
 

This holiday, first proclaimed as Armistice 
Day by President Woodrow Wilson in 1919, 
has become to most Americans, just another 
day off work.  But for Mr. Buckles, this could 
be his last Veterans Day, and if that is the 
sad case, America loses its remaining living 
link to this early global conflict. (Note: two 
other soldiers are possibly alive from this period, but 
they were still in basic training when the war ended.  
Mr. Buckles saw active duty in Germany and France.  
Being a little sneaky, he lied about his age, and at 16 
was sent to France in 1917.  He was fortunate to be 
a driver, and hence missed the hell of the trenches.)  
 

At the end of his documentary ñThe War,ò Ken 
Burns notes that 1,000 World War II veterans are 
dying every day.  Yet, many WW II veterans will 
be around for some years, and there is still time to 
honor them. But the passing of the last veterans of 
the WW I is almost complete, and Burns notes that 
this has largely passed unnoticed. Why? 
 

It has been said that, almost from the moment the armistice 
took effect, the USA worked hard to forget WW I. This is 
perhaps because more than 100,000 Americans never re-
turned (4,734,991 served), lost for a cause 
that few can explain even now.  The first 
few who did come home received ticker-
tape parades, but most returned to silence 
and indifference. 
 

There was no G.I. Bill of Rights to provide a 
college education, vocational training, a 
mortgage, or small-business loan. There 
was nothing but what remained of the lives 
the soldiers had left behind a year or two 
earlier.  A return to ónormalcyô was hindered 
by Prohibition, isolationism, the stock market crash, and the 
farming crises.  These economic woes culminated in The 
Great Depression - some welcome home from the trenches. 
 

Fortunately, Charlestown has some tenacious individuals 
who are ensuring its Veterans are remembered. 
 

Bill Durette came across a story about the Library of Con-
gress keeping oral histories of veterans who served in WWII 
as historical records.  This inspired him to launch the 
Charlestown Veterans' History Project, and this brought him 
in contact with Arthur Hurley and the CHS. On Veterans 
Day Weekend 2006, he took all the information he had gath-
ered and held a World War II Living History Day. It attracted 

over 1,000 visitors. The project has been focusing on WWII 
and is in the process of researching those Charlestown men 
and women who served.  The town was hugely impacted by 
the war with nearly every man in uniform and in many 
cases, whole families in uniform. 

 

A number of recent articles in The 
Charlestown Patriot-Bridge have also ad-
dressed the townôs history of its citizens 
service in the military. 
 

Jim Conway (Sept 4, 2008 Issue) pro-
vided a detailed background to the estab-
lishment of suitable monuments from WW 
II onwards, such as the Charlestown 
Veterans Memorial Park,  which recog-

nizes the Korean and Vietnam wars (located op-
posite the Harvard Mall on 
Main Street), and six Hero 
Squares, dedicated to the 
Charlestown men who died in 
Vietnam.  (A Vietnam Memorial 
Monument is also proposed for 
the grounds of the Legion Me-
morial Hall on Green Street)  
 

Charlestown has two other 
memorials to its 20th Century 
veterans (not including dedi-

cated buildings).  The park at City Square 
is the location of a granite column, similar 
in style to the Bunker Hill monument, com-
memorating the 91 that Charlestown lost 

during WW II.   
 

And the Shipyard Park 
of the Navy Yard, is 
home to the Massachu-
setts Korean War Me-
morial , which pays trib-
ute to the soldiers of this 
"Forgotten War" (which 
sounds unfortunately similar to WW I).  
 

The solitary figure central to the Memo-
rial is depicted on sentry duty, biting wind at his back, star-
ing into the distance -- alone and forgotten.   
 

The memorial has a unique feature of audio playback based 
on over forty hours of interviews with veterans, conducted 
by Steve Bressler and his staff at Monadnock Media.  The 
interviews are presented in four themes, each recording is 
approximately three minutes long and selected by push but-
tons on short columns around the memorial.  The themes 
are labeled: "On the Line", "Fighting Conditions", "Us & 
Them", and "Aftershock".  Other choices play "Empty Ta-
bles, Empty Chairs" and "Bring Them Home" from Les Mis-
erables. 
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Representatives 
covering 230 years 
of military history: 
1775 to the present, 
Army and Navy.  

1918     WW I ended with the Armistice - a tempo-
rary cessation of hostilities - between the Allies 
and Germany at the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of November, 1918.  (The actual peace 
treaty, the Treaty of Versailles, was signed in 
1919). 
 

1919   Nov 11: President Wilson proclaims the 
first Armistice Day:  
 

"To us in America, the reflections of armistice Day 
will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of 
those who died in the countryôs service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America to show her sym-
pathy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nationsé"  
 

The original concept was for the suspension of 
business for a two minute period beginning at 11 
A.M. 
 

1920    On the 2nd anniversary of the Armistice, 
France and the UK hold ceremonies honoring 
their unknown dead from the war. In America, 
President Wilson names the Sunday nearest Ar-
mistice Day, a day on which services are to be 
held in the interest of international peace. 
 

1921    Congress approves the establishment of a 
óTomb of the Unknown Soldierô in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.  November 11 is the date of the 
ceremony.  On October 20, Congress declares 
November 11, 1921 a legal Federal holiday to 
honor all those who participated in the war.  
 

1926    Congress adopts a resolution directing the 
President to issue an annual proclamation calling 
on the observance of Armistice Day. Throughout 
the 1920s and 1930s, many states establish No-
vember 11 as a legal holiday. 
 

1938    Congress passes legislation on May 13 
making November 11 a legal Federal holiday, 
Armistice Day.  (Although the United States has 
no óactualô national holidays, most states follow 
the Federal lead in designation of holidays.) 
 

1941 - 1945 / 1950 - 1953     World War II and the 
Korean War create millions of additional war vet-
erans in addition to those of the WW I already 
honored by Armistice Day. 
 

1954   June 1st, President Eisenhower signs leg-
islation changing the name of the holiday from 
Armistice Day to Veterans Day. 
 

1968  Congress passes the óMonday Holiday 
Lawô which established the fourth Monday in Oc-
tober as the new date for the observance of Vet-
erans Day. The law took effect in 1971. 
 

1971-1975   The Federal observance of Veterans 
Day is held on the fourth Monday of October.  All 
states follow, except Mississippi and South Da-
kota - and over the next 4 years, many other 
states change their observance back to Novem-
ber 11.  
 

1975    Spurred by popular national support, Con-
gress pass Legislation to return the Federal ob-
servance of Veterans Day to November 11.  
Overall, 46 states had either continued to com-
memorate on November 11, or had reverted back 
to the original date based on popular sentiment. 
The law took effect in 1978. 
 

1978   The observance of Veterans Day reverts to 
November 11.  

A History of Veterans Day 

The Charlestown Preservation Society has been working for over 
twelve months to restore the statue central to the townôs Civil War 
memorial in the Training Field.   
 

Known as the Soldiersô and Sailorsô Monument, the statue was 
originally dedicated on June 17, 1872, and was rededicated on 
Sept 20, 2008.  It was designed by Martin Milmore, a leading Victo-
rian-sculptor responsible for  several civil war memorials in Boston 
(Forest Hills Cemetery in Roxbury and Flagstaff Hill on the Boston 
Common).   
 

Martin Milmore frequently worked with his brother Joseph with Martin sculpting the 
works from clay and Joseph producing the final stone artifacts. 
 

It comprises a principal figure, the United States, crowning with laurel wreaths, sym-
bolical figures of the Army and Navy.  The conservationists (Ivan Myjer of Building 
and Monument Conservation, partnered with the Joseph Gnazzo Company), found 
the statue to be in very poor condition.  The mortar holding the figures together had 
disintegrated, vegetation had penetrated the hollow interior and years of inappropri-
ate maintenance 
had damaged the 
granite base. 
 

Remembering Veterans  of a Different Century 

Aerial view: Training Field / Winthrop Square      

The Old Training Field was originally set-out 
c1640 and has served various functions over the 
years, ranging from its origin as a military pa-
rade/training ground (with training giving way to prac-
tice, since much of the fighting during the Battle of 
Bunker Hill took place on, or near, the Field), to graz-
ing land, a school yard, and now, finally, public orna-
ment.   
 

The present layout stems from landscaping changes 
made in the Victorian era, and later during WW I.  
The crisscross of paths date from 1919, and adja-

cent Park Street is the only part of an abandoned 1868 scheme to cut through the 
field with a boulevard extending from the Bunker Hill Monument down to City Square. 
 

In 1872 the remaining elements of a split rail fence were replaced with a cast-iron 
enclosure, and the Field was renamed Winthrop Square -  and the Civil War Memo-
rial incorporated. 
 

Sources Include: Mary Melvin Petronellaôs Victorian Boston Today, 2004)  
and The Charlestown Patriot-Bridge 

Charlestown 
Militia Company 

1775, Col. Thomas Gardner Regiment 
and Members of the Korean War Veter-
ans of Massachusetts, show their re-
spect to the Colors.  

Sons of Union 
Veterans of the 
Civil War color 
guard at the 
base of the 
monument  


