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CHARLESTOWN    

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  

Fall 2007 Newsletter: News & Information from the 

Charlestown Historical Society.  

Office now located on 3rd floor of the  

Bunker Hill Museum  

43 Monument Square  

Charlestown MA 02129  

Tom Coots has been involved in historical re -enactment for 

over 20 years, and was ôpress gangedõ into reviving the 

Charlestown Militia by Arthur Hurley back in 2006.  The Mi-

litia are an active re -enactment troupe, with close bonds to 

the Woburn Living History Guild, where a combined effort 

enables the fielding of some 20 militiamen, camp followers 

and supply artisans, attired in historically accurate reproduc-

tion clothing and artifacts of  the period. (Continued inside, page 2.)  

Charlestown Militia - report of action in the field: the 
Spring Newsletter indicated that the active volunteer enlist-
ment was up to 16 - 12 survived the Summer.  Skirmishes con-
tinued to take place 2-3 weekends a month on the Bunker Hill 
battlefield.  But, despite being hampered by on-going short-
ages of muskets and black powder,  the invading forces have 

always been driven back down the hill by Sundown.    
Tom Coots, Officer in Command. 

General Membership Meeting  
Thursday, Nov 1st 2007, 7pm.  

Bunker Hill Museum, Auditorium.  

A general membership meeting will take place, to which 

all are invited.  Committee Reports will be presented, 

and Volunteers for Committees will be sought.  

(The Auditorium door is on Monument Ave.)  

 Victorian Charlestown - Just Announced  
 

     Bunker Hill Museum, Tues, Oct 23, 2007 at 7pm - Free. 
 

Discover the history of the wonderful Victorian Homes 
(1837 to 1901), on Main St, High St, Soley St, Cordis St, 
Auburn St, Bunker Hill St. and many more.   Edward W. 
Gordon, President of the Victorian Society in America for New England, will give a visual presentation and talk, entitled: 
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Catholic Church: The Buildings of Victorian Charlestown."  

 

Mr. Gordon is the author of the Charlestown Walking tour chapter in Victorian Boston, Today. Twelve Walking Tours , and 
in 1985-���������L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�L�H�G���&�K�D�U�O�H�V�W�R�Z�Q�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���%�R�V�W�R�Q���/�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q . 

Upcoming Events 2007/2008  
Summary of Ideas  

 

Charlestown Prison, 1805 -1955.  David Hennessey  
 

Charlestown Veterans,  around Veterans Day, Nov 11 - Bill 
Durette  
 

Bunker Hillbillies - Patricia Kelly  
 

City Square from the Beginning up till Today . Friends of 
City Square -Ken Stone  
 

Charlestown Sports - possible focus on hockey ? Ed Callahan 
has some sports film - Dan Ryan is interested  
 

Battle of Bunker Hill: Fact versus Fiction.  Host a Roundta-
ble Discussion on the history of Bunker Hill to highlight many 
conflicting beliefs about what really happened - Joey Lacey 
 

�-�R�K�Q���%�R�\�O�H���2�·�5�H�L�O�O�\: 1844-1890, Member of Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, sent to Australia, escaped to U.S.  Poet, author, 
editor, owner of Pilot.    Looking for speaker  
 

The Businesses of Charlestown, then and now . Photos and 
exhibits exist.   Talk to Business Association  
 

The Charlestown Navy Yard.  Discussion with the Parks Ser-
vice Historians - Bill Foley and Marty Blatt  
 

Additional suggestions:  
 

Hold a college Bowl competition with teams competing to an-
swer questions on the history of Charlestown, possibly moder-
ated by Dan Casey  
 

Host a Charlestown scavenger hunt focused on history  
 

Host a presentation/discussion on the logistics of filming and 
producing the Green Square Mile  
 

H. David Hennessey, CHS Programming Committee  


