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CHARLESTOWN    

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  

Fall 2007 Newsletter: News & Information from the 

Charlestown Historical Society.  

Office now located on 3rd floor of the  

Bunker Hill Museum  

43 Monument Square  

Charlestown MA 02129  

Tom Coots has been involved in historical re -enactment for 

over 20 years, and was ôpress gangedõ into reviving the 

Charlestown Militia by Arthur Hurley back in 2006.  The Mi-

litia are an active re -enactment troupe, with close bonds to 

the Woburn Living History Guild, where a combined effort 

enables the fielding of some 20 militiamen, camp followers 

and supply artisans, attired in historically accurate reproduc-

tion clothing and artifacts of  the period. (Continued inside, page 2.)  

Charlestown Militia - report of action in the field: the 
Spring Newsletter indicated that the active volunteer enlist-
ment was up to 16 - 12 survived the Summer.  Skirmishes con-
tinued to take place 2-3 weekends a month on the Bunker Hill 
battlefield.  But, despite being hampered by on-going short-
ages of muskets and black powder,  the invading forces have 

always been driven back down the hill by Sundown.    
Tom Coots, Officer in Command. 

General Membership Meeting  
Thursday, Nov 1st 2007, 7pm.  

Bunker Hill Museum, Auditorium.  

A general membership meeting will take place, to which 

all are invited.  Committee Reports will be presented, 

and Volunteers for Committees will be sought.  

(The Auditorium door is on Monument Ave.)  

 Victorian Charlestown - Just Announced  
 

     Bunker Hill Museum, Tues, Oct 23, 2007 at 7pm - Free. 
 

Discover the history of the wonderful Victorian Homes 
(1837 to 1901), on Main St, High St, Soley St, Cordis St, 
Auburn St, Bunker Hill St. and many more.   Edward W. 

Gordon, President of the Victorian Society in America for New England, will give a visual presentation and talk, entitled: 
 

ñFrom the Completion of the Bunker Hill Monument to the Construction of (the second) St. Mary's Roman 

Catholic Church: The Buildings of Victorian Charlestown."  
 

Mr. Gordon is the author of the Charlestown Walking tour chapter in Victorian Boston, Today. Twelve Walking Tours , and 
in 1985-86, inventoried Charlestownôs historic buildings for the Boston Landmarks Commission . 

Upcoming Events 2007/2008  
Summary of Ideas  

 

Charlestown Prison, 1805 -1955.  David Hennessey  
 

Charlestown Veterans,  around Veterans Day, Nov 11 - Bill 
Durette  
 

Bunker Hillbillies - Patricia Kelly  
 

City Square from the Beginning up till Today . Friends of 
City Square -Ken Stone  
 

Charlestown Sports - possible focus on hockey ? Ed Callahan 
has some sports film - Dan Ryan is interested  
 

Battle of Bunker Hill: Fact versus Fiction.  Host a Roundta-
ble Discussion on the history of Bunker Hill to highlight many 
conflicting beliefs about what really happened - Joey Lacey 
 

John Boyle OõReilly: 1844-1890, Member of Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, sent to Australia, escaped to U.S.  Poet, author, 
editor, owner of Pilot.    Looking for speaker  
 

The Businesses of Charlestown, then and now . Photos and 
exhibits exist.   Talk to Business Association  
 

The Charlestown Navy Yard.  Discussion with the Parks Ser-
vice Historians - Bill Foley and Marty Blatt  
 

Additional suggestions:  
 

Hold a college Bowl competition with teams competing to an-
swer questions on the history of Charlestown, possibly moder-
ated by Dan Casey  
 

Host a Charlestown scavenger hunt focused on history  
 

Host a presentation/discussion on the logistics of filming and 
producing the Green Square Mile  
 

H. David Hennessey, CHS Programming Committee  
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Keeping Focused: a Presidentõs thoughts on the road ahead: 

with all the attention on the opening of the Bunker Hill Museum, 

it is easy to lose track of where the Historical Society fits into the 

larger scheme of things in 

Charlestown, Boston and our 

lives in general.  So with the 

recent move of the Society into 

the same building, it seems an 

appropriate time to reiterate the 

key Article from the CHS Consti-

tution, as it could become quite 

easy for people to confuse the 

Bunker Hill Museum with the 

CHS.   

 

The museum will be managed by 

the Parks Service in partnership 

with the City of Boston and the CHS.  The museum is funded 

from several sources  and has full time staff from the National 

Parks Service.  In contrast, the Society is totally dependent for 

financial  support from its strong membership base, the donation 

of artifacts and documents to its collection, and efforts by volun-

teers.  It can now safely be said 

that the Bunker Hill Museum 

provides a suitable repository for 

the Societyõs artifacts, so this 

aspect of the CHS Constitution 

can be considered a major accom-

plishment.   

 

But now the focus needs to swing 

around to boosting the member-

ship base (and income !), secur-

ing exhibitable materials and 

documents, building the active 

volunteer base - and possibly a 

key factor -  developing the Boardõs ability to utilize the services 

of the volunteers to progress the goals of the CHS.  

Charlestown Historical Society, INC.  
Constitution  

Article II - Object  
The object of the organization shall be the gathering 

and recording of the history of Charlestown and of 

individuals and families associated with the town; 

to collect and preserve historical artifacts and rel-

ics; and to found and maintain a museum where 

such collection shall be maintained and exhibited.  

Bunker Hillbillies - Where Are They Now ?  Patricia Kelley - a true 

Townie - has undertaken the daunting task of trying to place names to faces on the 

many photographs in the CHS files - which date back to 1941.  In each issue, the CHS 

Newsletter will include a photo in the hope that people may recognize members of the 

troupe and add to the information that she is trying  to collate.  Patty can be e -mailed at 

keltownie45@hotmail.com , or by ôsnail mailõ at the CHS.   

1971 - Ranch House 7  Tom Celata ?  

Charlestown Militia  (continued from front page):  Throughout the Summer, the Militia have 

been assembling at the Monument on most weekends, providing the constant flow of 

tourists with an additional interest factor of live authenticity - sometimes including a 

demonstration discharge of the black powder muskets.  Musket fire is always a big at-

traction, especially for children, but has to be limited due to both cost and annoyance to 

the ônativesõ  (powder averaging around $13/lb, provides 40 loads - and with several 

muskets being fired at a time, does not last very long).  Tom said that the original Militia faced similar issues, and often had to 

resort to some minor disturbing of the peace to secure funds to purchase powder & shot.  They would assemble in the streets 

and discharge their weapons until payed to move on !  
 

There is an opportunity to see the combined militia ôin actionõ again at the re-dedication of the statue to Colonel Loammi Bald-

win, (Jan 10, 1774 - Oct 20, 1807) at Kiwanis Park, N. Woburn, on Oct 20th, 10 am, the 200th anniversary of his death - in com-

bination with narrated tours of the First Burial Ground, Park Street (Woburn Center)  10am to noon and 1pm to 3pm.  

President  

Arthur L. Hurley  

 

Vice Presidents  

Edward Callahan    

H. David Hennessey  

George Morton  

Recording Secretary        Georgette Maloof  

Corresponding Secretary  Damien Davasto  

Directors  

Neal Boyle  

Dan Casey 

Patricia Kelly  

Joey Lacey 

Irma Vanderpool  

Jim Walsh  

For those who donõt know, and for the purposes of identifying the guilty, the  

CHS Board of Directors  
currently consists of the following members:  

Treasurer   Tom Coots 

Historian    Denise Devlin  

Curator      Carol Marie Smith  

Active Volunteer Groups  

The following Committees and sup-

port groups are currently operating:   

Battle of Bunker Hill - Joey Lacey 

(617 592 0785)  

Irish History - Ed Callahan  

Military History - Bill Durett  

Sports History  - Dan Ryan  

Bunker Hillbillies - Patty Kelley  

Archive - Carolmarie Smith  

Membership - Jim Walsh  

Web Site - Judy Hourihan  

Programming - David Hennessey  

Fund Raising - Doug MacDonald  

Hospitality - Irma Vanderpool  

Newsletter - AC 

Anyone interested in these groups 

and able to provide support & assis-

tance, is urged to contact the named 

CHS members at 617 -242-2724. 

mailto:keltownie@hotmail.com
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Copies of this documentary film, which follows 

Charlestownõs history from its settlement to 

contemporary times, are available exclusively 

from the CHS. An illustrated paperback is also 

available.  
 

DVD is $20              Paperback is $5  

DVD & Paperback are $25          Postage is $3  
 

For the Christmas Season, the CHS suggests 

that the  DVD would make an excellent gift to 

family and friends who have left Charlestown, 

and would welcome the opportunity to see the 

townõs history through the eyes of local Charles-

town residents and historians.  If the DVD is a 

gift, it is recommended that a greeting card (or 

similar note) be included, to identify who has 

sent the DVD.  
 

The documentary is the result of several years of 

exhaustive research into the entire history of the 

Irish presence here in Charlestown.  The film is 

narrated by Ed Callahan, produced by Maureen 

McNamara and written by Dan Casey.  

To Order By Mail:         Number       Total $õs 
 

    DVDõs                                         x $23 
 

                Paperbacks             x $5  
 

         DVD & Paperback combination            x $28 
 
          Total (All above prices include postage.)  
 
To be mailed to: Name: ________________________________________ 
 

            Address: ________________________________________ 

            City:  ______________   State:  ___   Zip: ____________ 

 

Your  Tel: _________________    
 

Payment: check, made -out to:  

Charlestown Historical Society, and sent to Box 291776 Charles-

town, MA 02129.  
 

If several DVDõs etc, are to be sent to different addresses, please include the ad-

dresses and messages on extra sheets.  For mailings to Eire/Europe, the cost will be 

$6.  Allow 2 -3 weeks for mail to be delivered, as the Christmas peak mailing period 

òThe Green Square Mile:  

Story of the Charlestown Irishó 

$ 

The Office Move:  the CHS recently moved into its new home 

on the 3rd floor of the Bunker Hill Museum building.  In prac-

tice, this means the office floor is covered with a wide array of 

boxes, and the big issue is now one of how to shelve, file and 

document the various contents - and there is still  material off -

site in temporary storage.  

 

é.. and prior to this considerable task, there is a practical need 

to acquire shelving, filing cabinets, tables for sorting - even 

chairs é...  

 

So the usual appeal for volunteers is accompanied by requests 

for assistance in procuring the required fixtures and furniture 

etc, and also with relocating the materials still in storage.   

 

Sometimes people are aware of shop closures where shelving is 

disposed off, possible garage clearances etc.   And ideally, we do 

not want the archive room to be last resting place of grandmaõs 

old kitchen table - unless thereõs some really interesting stuff in 

the drawers - so the CHS is hoping to acquire some professional 

looking fixtures, with the usual minimum outlay.  

 

Anybody with suggestions and/or ability to provide some time to 

this project, can contact Arthur Hurley at 617 -242-2724, or e-

mail at aahurley@earthlink.net  

Office Opening Hours: this is a good one - 

there arenõt any, and there wonõt be any, 

unless we can assemble a staffing roster from 

our membership - the CHS has an empty of-

fice. 
 

There is an old phrase: òHow do you eat an ele-

phant ?   A bite at a time é.ó  
 

So, on the basis that we need to start small, it 

would be a very positive step in the functioning 

of the CHS, if we could schedule one weekly 

lunch time opening of just a few hours, and 

ideally a similar one in the evening.  
 

As a minimum, this would facilitate the drop -

off of documents, artifacts and memorabilia 

etc, and on the optimistic side, might boost 

membership and volunteer participation on a 

larger scale, if people knew the office would be 

open on a regular schedule.  
 

Therefore yet another appeal is made for peo-

ple who could reliably donate a few hours a 

month to such a concept, and based on the re-

sponse, we will try to create an opening sched-

ule, commencing ASAP in the New Year.  (The 

more volunteers step forward, the smaller the 

commitment per person will become - this is 

truly an example of the benefits of membership 

support !)  
 

Meanwhile, Arthur will try to maintain a Mon-

day lunch time opening of 12 -2 éé. 

Please tick box if  a Gift Card/Message 
is included with your remittance.  

Directors Meetings: the CHS Board of Directors met on Sept 

13th & Oct 1st 2007 to discuss potential events for the remainder of 

2007, and consider forward programming for 2008.  A summary of 

the ideas presented,  is provided on the front page, and the names 

mentioned against each activity, are the volunteers co -opted as or-

ganizers é.. they will be looking for assistance ééé. 

$ 

$ 

$ 


